
Dukes County Commissioners

Minutes

Wednesday, June 21, 2017
4:30 p.m.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC):  David Holway – Chair, Gretchen Tucker Underwood – Vice Chair, John Alley,   Leon Brathwaite, Christine Todd and Tristan Israel
County Staff Present: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade – Asst. to County Manager, Noreen Mavro Flanders – County Treasurer , Paulo De’Oliveira – Register of Deeds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Others:  Joanie Ames – MVTV, Mike Joyce – Chairman Youth Task Force,  Theresa Manning – Youth Task Force, Jamie Vanderhoop – Youth Task Force, Josh Aronie – MV Food Truck 

David called the DCC meeting to order at 4:30PM.

Public Hearing on Ordinance to Lease Space for Youth Task Force:

Mike said the Youth Task Force (YTF) would like to sign a lease with Martha’s Vineyard Community Services for the property at the Old Nathan Mayhew building in Vineyard Haven for $500.00 a month. A discussion was held. Christine said the space they used in the Dukes County Admin. Building was free; why relocate and where will the YTF get those funds. Jamie said the YTF was able to move $3k from two grants from their travel lines to cover the expense. Mike said the YTF had signed the lease not realizing the County Manager had the authority to sign and is now five months behind on the rents. 

Leon/John made a motion to allow the County Manager to sign the lease for the Youth Task Force. So voted. Gretchen yes, Leon yes, John yes, David yes, Tristan yes, Christine no. Motion carries.    
Leon/Gretchen made a motion to authorize the County Manager to back date the lease effective March 1, 2017. So voted. Gretchen yes, Leon yes, John yes, David yes, Tristan yes, Christine no. Motion carries.    

Minutes:
John/Tristan made a motion to approve the May 17, 2017 minutes as presented. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

Substance Use Disorder - Update:
Christine gave the DCC an update on the Substance Abuse initiative. She said there will be weekly meetings on Wednesdays at the hospital conference room. Christine said recent statistics indicate an increase in Hepatitis B and C from intravenous drug use for people under 30. Martina and Christine have been working on a program called Learn 2 Cope and encouraged people to visit the website learn2cope.org, which will link people to resources that are available throughout the Commonwealth and the nation.        
Appointment to County Personnel Board – Skipper Manter:
Martina said the County Advisory Board (CAB) has requested Skipper Manter replace Walter Vail on the Dukes County Personnel Board as their representative since Walter Vail did not get re-elected as an Oak Bluffs Selectman. 

John/ Christine made a motion to appoint Skipper Manter as the Dukes County Advisory Board representative on the Dukes County Personnel Board. So voted. Gretchen yes, Leon yes, John yes, Tristan yes, Christine yes and David no. Motion carries. 
Discontinuation of County Roads per Petition by the Aquinnah Board of Selectmen - Discussion:
John gave the DCC a brief history of the County roads in Aquinnah.  Martina reviewed the roads with the DCC (see file). 
She said the DCC will have a public hearing on August 2nd to discontinue the County public roads in Aquinnah. 

 Support Letter for Grant to Help Featherstone Center for the Arts:
Martina said Featherstone would like a letter in support of a grant to enable them to add a building on their property.
Christine/Tristan made a motion for the Dukes County Commissioners to allow the County Manager to sign a support letter for Featherstone to apply for the grant. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
Recommendation for Amendment of the Personnel Bylaws – Regarding Benefit Time:
David said he would like Martina to send the proposed changes to the employees before the next DCC meeting so they would have a chance to review them. 
Surplus Declaration:

Martina said that the County has two desks and two chairs that she would like to surplus. A discussion was held. John said according to legislation the DCC cannot surplus any items without a typed list. Martina said she would prepare it for the next DCC meeting. 
FY2017 Year End Transfers:
Martina reviewed the County’s FY2017 Year End transfers with the DCC (see file). 
John/Christine made a motion to approve the FY2017 Year End Transfers as presented. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

FY2017 Year End Transfers for the Registry of Deeds:

Paulo reviewed the proposed transfers for the Registry of Deeds with the DCC (see file).
John/Christine made a motion to approve the FY2017 Year End Transfers for the Registry of Deeds as presented. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

FY2018 Operating Budget & Capital Improvement Budget:

Martina said she emailed the DCC the FY2018 Proposed Budget changes the (CAB) recommended. These changes reflect the differences between the DCC proposed budget and the CAB proposed budget. Martina said she will advertise both budgets for public hearings on August 2nd.  
State Beach:

· MV Hebrew Center Request: The Hebrew Center is requesting usage of the Beach for their weekly services. 
Tristan/John made a motion to allow the MV Hebrew Center to use Joseph Sylvia State Beach for their weekly service. So voted. Gretchen yes, Leon yes, Christine yes, Tristan yes, David yes, John abstains.  

· Food Truck(s) on the Beach Request: Martina said the DCC received a request to have a food truck on State beach.  A discussion was held. Josh Aronie gave the DCC a brief history of their food truck business. Josh said they currently have a food truck permit at the Airport. He said they have a second truck they would like to park at State Beach during the summer months. Gretchen said Oak Bluffs would like the permitting process to be handled by County and that would require a bidding process. John said there should not be any vendors on State Beach. Christine said she approves having vendors if all liability issues have been addressed. Then the County should have a policy and a protocol. 
Tristan/Christine made a motion to develop a policy and bid specs for no more than two food trucks at the traditional area on State Beach by the little bridge for the August 2nd DCC meeting.  So voted.  Gretchen yes, Leon yes, Christine yes, Tristan yes, David yes, John no. Motion carries. 
· Storing Boats on the Beach Request: Martina said she received a phone call from a person asking to leave his boat on the beach. A discussion was held. The DCC was against this request.  
Tristan/Christine made a motion as amended to deny any requests of people to leave their boats on the beach. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

· Request to install portable bathrooms on State Beach: Martina reviewed a letter the DCC received requesting the County supply portable bathrooms on State Beach.  A discussion was held. Christine said she would approve having restrooms on the beach. Noreen said it would be appropriate to use the funds the County receives from the Cape and Island license plate monies; which is used to promote economic development and tourism. Tristan said the County would need to identify the location of the bathrooms, develop a plan and establish the cost. David said the County should contact the other towns to get their feedback. Leon said he would like to see the County research getting the vehicle that is a portable bathroom, which would help to facilitate emptying the bathroom tanks each day. The DCC asked the County Manager to obtain pricing and contact the Town Administrators in each town for their feedback.     
Associate Commissioner for Homeless – Appointment of Karen Tewhey:
Martina said she is still in discussions with Housing Assistance Corporation (HAC) and Karen Tewhey regarding her possible appointment. She said HAC is still trying to find a house to rent with the grant funding from HUD that was received for the Island.  Ideally, they are looking for a five bedroom house to lease for $3,600.00 a month or a two to three bedroom house for $2,200.00 per month that are renewable yearly leases. If the County is unable to locate a house within the next couple of months, we will lose the grant monies. A discussion was held. Tristan said to contact the local banks to see if any foreclosed properties are available.    
Manager’s Report:
· FY2018 Proposed Budget: Martina said the CAB asked her to develop a more decisive plan on how the County would spend $20k earmarked for substance abuse disorders. She will have recommendations for the August 2nd meeting. Part of the monies will go towards the recovery coach and part for public announcement campaigns. 
New Business:

· Cornelius State Forest: Leon said he is on the Joint Transportation Committee for the MV Commission and they have appropriated 3.1 miles of bike path will be repaved. 
· FY2017 Income Report: Noreen said the County is still missing the town of Edgartown annual assessment that was due on May 1, 2017. She has already returned the $150k to the Towns as requested.  
John/Christine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries

DCC meeting was adjourned at 5:50PM
Certified by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the Official Records:

· Agenda
· Request for roads to be discontinued in Aquinnah

· Letter from Featherstone

· FY2017 Budget Transfers

· FY2017 Budget Transfers for the Registry of Deeds
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